Sociology 601:  

Homework Assignment 5
Due October 8, 2009
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Supplementary Questions: 

A. Using GSS 1996:  Download the data set on the class website (http://www.bsos.umd.edu/socy/vanneman/socy601/601data.html) from the 1996 General Social Survey, and use STATA (or SAS or SPSS) to help you answer the following question.  The full GSS codebook is also posted online.

Create a contingency table, showing frequency and percentage for a variable of interest (dependent or response variable) and an explanatory variable.  These variables should be categorical or discrete interval.  Discuss why you chose to explore the relationship between these two variables, identifying the explanatory and response variables.  Without doing any significance testing, what relationship(s) is/are present?  Do the conditional distributions suggest an association or independence?  In what direction?  

B. Design a study using a dependent sample.  Briefly (in a paragraph) discuss your key variables of interest and how a dependent sample might help you to better understand the causal relationship. 
